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Dear 

I am writing to remind you of the ecumenical project which the local 

churches set up over 25 years ago. As you are aware the Youth Centre was 

built on the first floor at the back of Purley United Reformed church and 

opened in 1995. 

Over the years we have had considerable support both financial and 

administrative from Croydon Council this finally ended in March 2015 but I am 

pleased to announce that due to the generosity of some local churches and 

various Trust funds our prayers have been answered and we have made only a 

small loss at the end of our first year. 

The Centre is now well used for youth based activities but to insure that all 

100+ who attend each week can take part in all the activities we sponsor 

those whose parental income would otherwise mean they were left out. We 

also provide facilities often at no cost to assist vital youth work PYP have 

been able to provide facilities for the youth mentors who work with young 

people with anger management problems. Our mentors help them make better 

choices and find education, training or a job. We give hope to those who have 

largely been written off; those who were brought up with poor role models, 

absent fathers, domestic violence, pressured by gangs and drugs. We give one-

to-one mentoring for six months and closely involve the young people, their 

families and other agencies providing support for the young people we work 

with, their re-offending this has reduced by eighty per cent and nearly all have 

re-engaged in schooling and have better family support. 

PYP has also been able to provide facilities for the Youth Forum, open senior 

and junior clubs and voluntree network all have provided opportunities for the 



young people to discuss in confidence their problems and learn about how to 

deal with the risks that life is throwing at them. The weather didn’t stop the 

Juniors from having their annual party which they had to hold in the centre, 

great fun was had by all, the children were treated to an African drumming 

workshop, Fiona from the Purley festival came down to do some amazing face 

painting, Gordon Drayson the magician did some magic and balloon making, 

We had a visit from the police who brought their police car with them, they 

spent the whole afternoon with us, the children were able to sit in the police 

car and use the sirens and controls, try on the hats and the vests and even use 

the handcuffs. The fire brigade came with a fire engine so the children could sit 

in the fire engine and try on the hats, they were also shown round the fire 

engine and asked lots of questions, there was lots of food to share and some of 

Gina’s workers came and provided some food and bottles of water for 

everyone, they also provide lots of art and craft, wooden bird boxes to paint, 

and knitting sets. Everyone had candy floss as well; the new charity lady came 

down from Tesco Purley, she was very impressed with what she saw.  We had 

Lots of sports in the hall including, sack races, basketball, football and archery. 

St John’s Ambulance came to join in the fun and didn’t charge us.  

The week before the children enjoyed our Bouncy castle, and our new archery 
set, which was really popular with the children, and running races in the hall, 
keeping the children fit, and tile decorating in art, a tile shop in Croydon 
donated two boxes of tiles. All the team are doing an amazing job keeping lots 
of needy children off the streets, and we provide much needed help and 
support for the young people.  See their web site www.pypjunors.co.uk  
 

PYP has also provided facilities to work with young people whose needs and 

abilities vary a great deal some have ASD, Down’s Syndrome, some with poor 

speech and language, also behavioural and emotional difficulties. The team 

work with individuals and groups around issues of accommodation away from 

home, coming to the end of their education, sexual awareness and alcohol 

misuse and support the young people as they move on in their lives. 

We hope to continue to provide a very valuable service for the local 
community in 2016/7, and we all work really hard in maintaining a very 
positive, safe and much needed place for the young people to enjoy, and 
where they can build very positive friendships, and develop confidence as 

http://www.pypjunors.co.uk/


they grow up. There are plans to install a new lift, upgrade the kitchen and 
provide extra toilets. A Marshal arts class for all ages commences in April on 
Friday evenings and Saturday morning. Purley Baptist young people meet in 
the morning and the Full Gospel Tabernacle church 5.00 to 8.00pm  each 
Sunday. 
We invite you and your church members to visit the centre when we have 
our annual open evening on Wednesday 18th May at 7.15pm with 
refreshments and it provides an opportunity to see the facilities and hear 
more from the young people themselves. We rely mainly on volunteers and 
are keen that more committed Christians join our team. 
We appreciate that there are great demands on your limited resources but 
hope you may be able to provide some financial assistance as well as 
prayerful support. 
Please send any financial support to our treasurer made out to the Purley 
Youth Project at ‘Windrush’ St Monicas road, Kingswood, KT20 6ET 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 

Martin Miller 
Chair of PYP Trustees 

 

 

 


